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Some More Web-authoring Tricks in Dreamweaver


Today we will continue with Dreamweaver to enhance the design of your Web site.  This handout covers these topics:  
· linking your pages with a nav (navigation) bar
· jump menu

Dreamweaver is a very powerful and complex piece of software that works wonders when designing your Web pages.  Don’t be concerned if you forget some of the Dreamweaver details.  Without day-to-day practice we all forget some things.  Just keep in mind that in Dreamweaver we are concerned with a total Web site, and not just a single isolated page.  All pages belong to a site, and the main page (or "home" page) is typically called index.html.

I encourage you to continue with the site you already created, or you may begin on a new one.  By all means, feel free to experiment!  Call me over when you reach a checkpoint (each √ symbol) so I can see your progress.

1.  Using a Navigation Bar

It turns out that Dreamweaver can do a whole lot more than basic page layout. Dreamweaver’s has some useful tools to improve the way the pages in your sample site are linked together.  Specifically, we’re going to use Dreamweaver’s built-in navigation bar tool.  
	At this point you should have at least three pages in your Web site — a home (index) page, a personal page of interests, and a page of links.  The home page should have text links to both other pages, and the other pages should have links back to the home page, in addition to specialized content.
	What we’re going to do is design a graphical navigation bar that will allow you to go to any page from any other page at the click of a button.

Constructing the nav bar
a.	Copy my folder named images from the Out folder file server.  This folder contains the various button images (home.jpg, home1.jpg, etc.) that we will use for the nav bar.  

b.	Start Dreamweaver.  Make sure your Web site is selected.  You will need to go through the introductory steps again where you tell Dreamweaver where your site is.  (Start with SiteNew Site, and follow the same steps as the previous lab.)  
Open your home page, index.html.  

c.	Position the cursor at the top of the page.  Insert a horizontal rule (from the Insert menu:  select HTMLHorizontal Rule).  Position the cursor before the horizontal rule.

d.	Now it’s time to insert the navigation bar.  Go to the Insert menu and select Image ObjectsNavigation Bar.  When the next window comes up, click in the box labeled “Element Name” and type Home.  Note that Home now appears above in the “Nav Bar Elements” box.  

e.	Click in the box labeled “Up Image”.  This defines the ‘normal’ image that will be used in your navigation bar for the Home button.  Click Browse and choose home.jpg from the images folder.

f.	Next click in the “Over Image” box.  This defines the image that will be shown whenever the mouse is over the Home button.  Choose home1.jpg for this. 

g.	Select home1.jpg for the “Down Image” too.  It may be helpful to add some alternate text saying “Home Page” in case for some reason the user cannot see the image in the Nav bar.  In “When Clicked Go To URL”, click the Browse button and choose index.html (or simple type it).  This specifies the page to be loaded when the Home button is clicked. 
 
h.	Do not click the OK button at this point!  You’re not done with the Navigation Bar yet….  Click the + button at the top of the window to add another navbar element.  Name this one Personal (as in “Personal Interests”).  Choose the appropriate images and use your interests.html as the link.

i.	Then repeat the above steps to add an element for your Links page.

j.	Make sure the “Preload Images” option is checked.  Also make sure that “Use Tables” is checked.  This just means that the nav bar is really just a table of rollover images.

k.	Choose “Horizontally” for the orientation of the navbar.  Now click the OK button.  
	You will see a nice new graphical navigation bar appear on your page where the cursor was.  

l.	Select the entire nav bar.  To do this, you can click on the top arrow above the nav bar, and from the menu choose “select table”.  Use the Properties window to center the nav bar:  in other words, change the alignment to center.  Then preview the page in the browser to see how it works.  Notice the “mouse-over” effects.  Pretty nice, huh?
If you have any problems with the Nav Bar operation, you can edit it by using the Modify menu, Navigation Bar option

m.  Finally, copy and paste your nav bar to the Interests and Links pages.  √


2.  Adding a Jump Menu

The Nav bar was a set of images arranged horizontally or vertically that worked as links.  A jump menu achieves the same end result, but the links are in the form of a pulldown list instead of images.

1. Click in the lower right portion of your index.html page.  From the Insert menu, choose Form  Jump Menu.  

2. Let's say we want 3 links:  to the home page, interests page and links page (just like before).  We will actually want 4 items on the jump menu, because the first item is always the title of the menu.  The other 3 items will be the possible destinations.

3. For the first item in the menu, type "Where to?" in the Text box.  Click on the plus sign to go on to the second item.

4. In the Text box, type "Home Page", and in the "When Selected…" box, browse to the location of your index.html page.  

5. Click on the plus sign to add a new item to the menu, this one for your interests page.  And then add an item for your links page.

6. Now hit OK, save all your files, and test your jump menu with F12.

7. In another frame, repeat steps 1-6 to create a similar jump menu.  But this time, click on the box that says "Select First Item After URL Change".  Save and experiment.  Can you tell the difference between your 2 jump menus?  √


